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Harbour Publishing. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND
NEW, Hard Man to Beat: The Story of Bill White - Labour
Leader, Historian, Shipyard Worker, Raconteur, Howard White,
Bill White (1905-2001) was an itinerant ranch hand and trapper,
a member of the RCMP and an Arctic traveller, but he was best
known for his work as the head of the Vancouver Labour
Council and president of the Marine Workers and Boilermakers
Union, the largest local union in Canada in his time. It was a
position he held for eleven straight years during World War I,
the heyday of the West Coast shipbuilding industry. Known as
"Bareknuckle Bill", White was fierce and unrelenting in his
condemnation of the companies and governments that
refused to treat their workers like human beings. He personally
fought one of the first big right-to-work cases in BC history, all
the way to the Privy Council of England. From the scaffolds
and docks of the shipyards to the battleground of the
bargaining table, White's stories about the struggle for labour
and human rights in Vancouver in the '40s and '50s make for
harrowing and fascinating reading. "A Hard Man to Beat" not
only covers all the major labour events...
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