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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1900 edition. Excerpt: .exceed what might have been. But to know what might have
been implies a considerable knowledge of nature, a knowledge only to be gained by a long course of study, and
so I would say most emphatically that if the photographer has not studied nature and does not possess the
requisite knowledge, he had far better be content to let the self-produced photographic image alone, lest his
modifications and alterations result in a greater absence of truth to fact than the uncontrolled print possesses
absence of eJectiveness. Of course there are many instances in which but little modification is required, the
scene as seen in nature being suJiciently satisfactory. So much the better; for let it be remembered that as
photography is our chosen medium, then if photography unaided will give us the eJect we want there is no
especial virtue in altering it. There are modifications, such as a little shading down here and there, mere trifling
matters which may be more safely attempted. It is my place only to point out what can be done and presently
to suggest how it may be done. When, and to what extent, must be determined by each and every individual in
each and every instance. There is certainly no possibility of a rule being laid down. I will give one more example,
and rather an extreme one. Here are a series of four illustrations, and the story of them is as follows. One of
the...
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