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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1917 edition. Excerpt: .knowledge is obtained from a physical examination, a
microscopic examination of the sputum, a three-day temperature record, and an X-ray picture of the lungs.
These, together with the history of the course of the disease prior to the beginning of treatment with tuberculin,
when considered.together, form a basis for a fairly accurate prognosis. The history must, of course, take
accurate account of the patient s loss of weight previous to this examination--whether it was rapid or slow--
whether the present-day treatment, as the hygienicdietetic and climatic treatment was applied and what effect
it produced upon him--whether it was discontinued on account of the failure of the treatment, or whether the
patient was impatient and did not give it a fair trial. Again, what are the habits of the patient and his mental
attitude towards his occupation? Can the failure of the climatic treatment be attributed to an intense psychic
effect, caused by being deprived of his ordinary habits and pursuits? All these elements play a far greater role in
determining the prognosis of pulmonary tuberculosis than we have hitherto realized; in fact, these factors play
just as important a part as the stage The conclusion of treatment is much simpler than the beginning of
treatment, for once the process is checked, repair is rapid in acute conditions. The prognosis It the beginning of
treatment must be guarded in all cases and no element overlooked which may have a bearing upon it. Once
the tuberculin treatment...
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