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estimated as follows: --Referring to Fig. 70, the steam issues from between the first pair of rings with a
considerable velocity and kinetic energy. The whole of this is destroyed by internal friction before the steam
reaches the second pair of rings, which it does at a reduced pressure and augmented volume. Between these it
again expands, acquiring kinetic energy, which is again destroyed before the third pair of rings is reached. This
process being repeated at each pair, it will be seen that almost the whole of the available energy of the steam is
destroyed by internal friction, and that it issues from between the last pair of rings with a velocity much less
than that due to its complete expansion. Subject to certain limitations, detailed below, the discharge through
such a packing can be calculated by the formula where w denotes the weight discharged in pounds per second,
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the initial specific volume of the steam, whilst N denotes the number of points at which the steam is wire-drawn,
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