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although In Memoriam A.H.H. was written to commemorate his friend Arthur Hallam, a fellow poet and student
at Trinity College, Cambridge, after he died of a stroke aged just 22. Tennyson also wrote some notable blank
verse including Idylls of the King, Ulysses, and Tithonus. During his career, Tennyson attempted drama, but his
plays enjoyed little success. A number of phrases from Tennyson s work have become commonplaces of the
English language, including Nature, red in tooth and claw (In Memoriam A.H.H.), Tis better to have loved and
lost / Than never to have loved at all, Theirs not to reason why, / Theirs but to do and die, My strength is as the
strength of ten, / Because my heart is pure, To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield, Knowledge comes, but
Wisdom lingers, and The old order changeth, yielding place to new. He is the ninth most frequently quoted
writer in The Oxford Dictionary of Quotations.
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