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Sundays of the Year He shall be called a Nazarene. - Matt, ii, 23. Synopsis. - Nazarene means a blossom.
Befitting for Christians, in order to be true Nazarenes and disciples of Christ, to bear blossoms of virtue, to
become like the divine Nazarene. We read in Holy Scripture that Nathaniel asked: Can anything of good come
from Nazareth? He asked this question because the inhabitants of Nazareth were despised by the Jews; but we
Christians know that something good did come out of Nazareth: Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who came to
deliver the world from its sins. The prophets had announced the Redeemer as a Nazarene. As Christ was called
a Nazarene, the first Christians considered it an honor to be called by that name. The word Nazarene translated
into our language means blossom, and we, my dear Christians, should make ourselves worthy of this name by
endeavoring to bear the blossoms and fruits of Christian virtue. Our Saviour compared man with a tree and
said, as the good tree bears good fruit so should the good man practice good works, and as a tree that bears
no good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire, so favor will not be found by the man who does not
bring forth good works. We are, as it were, the trees in the gar den of Holy Church and God demands that we
bring forth the blossoms and fruits of virtue. It is especially befitting that a Christian should bear the blossoms
of innocence and purity. At all times let thy...
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