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Triumph of Peace, a Contention for Honour and Riches, the Triumph of Beauty, Cupid and Death, the
Contention of Ajax and Ulysses, C., Poems A small part of this subject many years since had dropped from my
pen; but looking, at some opportunities, upon the arguments, | thought some things more considerable might
be deducted; and applying myself further, at times of recess, | felt it grow and multiply under my imagination:
nor left | it then, (the matter being so pregnant in itself, ) till | formed it into such limbs and proportions as you
now see it. Modesty, after this, invited me to cover it, and to cut off many impertinences, and purge some
humour, that sate, | confess, unhandsomely upon it. What is now presented, | hope, will appear a genuine and
unforced moral, which, though dressed in dramatic ornament, may not displease, in the reading, persons of
ingenuity, such whose nature is not to create prejudice where they intend a recreation; and in the confidence of
that, | do not repent the superstructures | have made, my pains, nor expenses that have attended to bring it to
this. It is now public, to satisfy the importunity of friends: | will only add, it is like to be the last, for in my resolve,
nothing of this nature shall, after this, engage either my pen or invention. The reason why | make no particular
dedication to any friend is, because | aim my general respect to all,...
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