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New Book. When the Constitutional Convention assembled in Philadelphia in 1787, William Jackson (1759-1828),
applied for the position as its secretary. The friendships he d made with many of the delegates during the
Revolutionary War (especially Alexander Hamilton), helped this gifted writer and orator edge out Benjamin
Franklin s grandson for the position. He was thereby able to utilize his considerable organizational talents in the
service of the new republic. Jackson was sworn to protect the secrecy of the deliberations. After the final draft
of the Constitution was signed, he destroyed all records except for the official journal. Jackson was given orders
to do this by the delegates. John Jay showed promise of an extraordinary life at a very young age indeed. John
Jay was the second youngest member, at age 28. Samuel Chase was selected in 1774 to represent Maryland at
the Continental Congress. In 1796 he was appointed a judge of the Supreme Court of the United States by
George Washington Both George Mason and Elbridge Gerry played most influential roles at the Constitutional
Convention. Each man s attendance record was nearly perfect. Although Gerry had signed the Declaration of
Independence, he, as did Mason, refused to sign the Constitution. Why? Because both objected to the fact that it
contained no Bill of Rights. For Mason, the last straw came on September 12, 1787, when his proposal to include
a Bill of Rights in the new Constitution was defeated 10 states to none. He offered to rewrite the material. Not
even this turned out to be enough to sway the delegates who were impatient who were more interested in
finishing the task at hand and then getting back home. Mason adamantly declared...
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