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of the United States, February 14 and 15, 1872 At the close of the war of the rebellion this Department found
itself in possession of large quantities of cannon, small arms, and other ordnance stores no longer required,
and which it was to the interest of the United States to dispose of, because either of their perishable character,
the constant expense of their care and preservation, or their obsolete patterns. Here is the origin of these sales:
At first sales were made by auction, but subsequently (July 20, 1868) Congress passed a law giving the Secretary
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