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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In proximity to the United States, and with such a chronically unstable
political environment and fragile economy, Haiti has been a constant policy issue for the United States.
Congress views the stability of the nation with great concern and commitment to improving conditions there.
Both Congress and the international community have invested significant resources in the political, economic,
and social development of Haiti, and will be closely monitoring the election process as a prelude to the next
steps in Haiti s development. For the past 25 years, Haiti has been making the transition from a legacy of
authoritarian rule to a democratic government. Elections are a part of that process. In the short term, elections
have usually been a source of increased political tensions and instability in Haiti. In the long term, elected
governments in Haiti have contributed to the gradual strengthening of government capacity and transparency.
Haiti is currently approaching the end of its latest election cycle. Like many of the previous elections, the current
process has been riddled with political tensions, allegations of irregularities, and violence. The first round of
voting for president and the legislature was held on November 28, 2010. That vote was marred by opposition
charges .
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