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Appendix | Scope and Methodology We are aware that many items on our equipment list are being used in local
jurisdictions for fire fighting and HAZMAT operations; however, for the purposes of identifying procurement
costs, we assumed the notional city would have no preexisting HAZMAT capabilities. We consulted with federal
government officials to derive procurement costs. As mentioned previously, our procurement costs are for
operational equipment, do not reflect additional equipment that might be maintained as a stockpile, and may
not reflect the actual prices a local jurisdiction might pay. Differences might occur based on the equipment
manufacturer, quantity discounts, or the use of alternative equipment to serve the same function. To calculate
the equipment sustainment costs, we applied a factor of 25 percent of the initial procurement cost ( in current-
year and then-year dollars ) to each item for every year of our analysis. This factor was derived from
discussions with local and federal officials, and it represents an average sustainment factor. A heavy vehicle
would actually require a higher relative sustainment cost than an article of clothing. The average sustainment
factor accounts for ( 1) general wear and tear, instrument calibration, and general maintenance costs of the
equipment and ( 2) replacement costs for small-scale incidents and hoaxes. For example, a small-scale incident
would be in a localized area and would not include mass casualties. Replacement costs due to a large-scale
incident, such as the Oklahoma City bombing, were not considered. We did not include training...
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