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Never did a new school year open with so little public notice, the main question in some cases having been
whether teachers would be able to get back from Europe. But though educational matters have been to some
extent subordinated to great events, it is likely that the war will have a considerable influence upon education in
this country, says the Springfield Republican. It ought to give some stimulus to the study of geography, history
and languages, subjects by no means neglected in this country, yet not pressed with such energy or success as
elsewhere, largely for lack of incentive. If Americans spend years in studying French or German without really
learning it, it is because they do not have to; it is a school subject like Latin or Greek, and the pupil is more
concerned with passing examinations than with mastering the language for actual use. History and geography,
too, are studied with some apathy, as dealing with old unhappy far-off things, and battles long ago. But now
the greatest battles in history are not long ago, but taking place, and interest in this terrific European explosion
may stretch to the length of a desire to learn how it happened. The war itself may be left to the newspapers, but
in the newly aroused interest about the peoples of Europe, their governments, their culture and their feuds,
schoolmasters may be able to break some virgin soil. And in the colleges a strong professor of modern history
is likely this year to have things all his own way. Why keep the lights blazing the length of...
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