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editorial column which for nearly five years he conducted in The State. Many of the poems were composed
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paragraphs were written in the quick rush of daily newspaper work. Many of the cleverest paragraphs have
been omitted from this collection because - so rapidly does the world move, the subjects have passed away, or
the incidents which gave them point are no longer in the public mind. In these poems and paragraphs are
revealed the versatile attainments of a mind which leaped in an instant from graceful poetic imagery to the
current slang of the ball field; from classic forum to the arena of modern politics; from the mythical lore of the
shadowy past to the insistent realities of today. The quaint and kindly philosophy, the spontaneous humor, the
shrewd and subtle wit, and the rare gift of epigrammatic expression, were tempered by an infinite human
sympathy which sought to cheer and help rather than hurt his fellows, - a generous nature which so controlled
and directed the keen shafts of the mind that, with the power to wound and often the provocation, yet touched
so charitably the follies and foibles of mankind that he left no sting. In this fine chivalric spirit he volunteered as
a private soldier, and in his country s service...
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