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the mother of industry; and industry is to human society what
movement is to air and sea. Therefore, he boldly upholds his
position as an industrial giant, and he considers enterprise on a
vast scale, and the erection of colossal fortunes, to be normal
processes, and essential conditions of modern society. He speaks
of the various rungs of the social ladder with the authority of a
man who has trod them all, and in the disengaged and impartial
spirit with which such men are not always blessed. The upshot of
the great changes in invention and discovery is, that for scarcity
and dearness have been substituted cheapness and abundance,
nay even, as he somewhat broadly assumes, improvement in
quality to boot. The labourer (p. 3) has more comforts now than
the farmer of a few generations back, the farmer now than the
landlord then, the...
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