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old-fashioned Virginia country house was Cameron Hall; not old fashioned in the English sense of the word,
with the clustering ivy, the growth of centuries, clinging to its moss-grown walls, but old fashioned in the
meaning of that word in this country of rapid progress and development. The Hall had been built by Mr.
Cameron s grandfather, and was therefore regarded in this new world of ours as a very old mansion. The
present proprietor had no sympathy with that restless propensity to modernize, that is so common in this age
and land. He was content with the old homestead as it was, and the associations, which extended far back to his
early childhood and infancy, were more valuable to him than those so-called modern improvements by which
the old house, as if ashamed of what in reality made it venerable, should, like the frail old devotee of fashion,
seek to hide its age beneath a fictitious show of youth. The old-fashioned appearance of the Hall was not unlike
its old-fashioned hospitality; and in winter none remembered that the spacious fireplace was old fashioned
when its blazing fire of hickory logs diffused warmth and cheerfulness through its spacious rooms, nor in
summer, when its windows, opening down to the floor upon a pleasant veranda, gave free admission to the
cool country breeze, did any recollect that those windows were too narrow and the panes of glass too small to
meet the requirements of modern architecture. At all times and seasons its wide-spread doors were open to
receive the many guests who were not unwilling to...
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